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SUBJ: MEDIA REACTION: PRIME MINISTER MANLEY'S COMMENTS ON CUBA 

1. IN EDITORIAL JULY 18 THE INDEPENDENT DAILY TRINIDAD EXPRESS 
QUESTIONED STATEMENTS RECENTLY ATTRIBUTED TO PRIME 
MINISTER MANLEY AFTER 

HIS VISIT TO CUBA, UNDER HEADING "CERTAINLY MR. MANLEY. BUT 
AT WHAT PRICE?" BLOCK QUOTES FOLLOW: 


2. WE THINK MR. MICHAEL MANLEY, PRIME MINISTER OF JAMAICA, 

WENT A BIT OVERBOARD IN HIS EFFUSIVE PRAISE OF CUBA ON HIS RETURN 
HOME FROM HIS FIVE-DAY VISIT TO THAT COUNTRY. 

3. MR. MANLEY WAS REPORTED TO HAVE STATED THAT ALL THE BAD 
THINGS SAID ABOUT CUBA AND PRIME MINISTER FIDEL CASTRO WERE 
"TOTAL LIES." HE IS FULLY ENTITLED TO HIS OPINION, INCLUDING THAT OF 
STATING THAT HIS CARIBBEAN NEIGHBOUR WAS "A GREAT COUNTRY WITH 
GREAT PEOPLE AND GREAT LEADERSHIP." 

4. BUT ONE HAS TO BE WARY OF THOSE PEOPLE WHO CONTINUE TO 
LOOK AT THE CUBAN REVOLUTION FROM ONE SIDE ONLY; THAT IS, FROM 
THE POINT OF VIEW ONLY OF THAT COUNTRY'S SOCIAL HEALTH AND EDUCA- 
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TIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS. DR. FIDEL CASTRO HAS CERTAINLY CHANGED 
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THE FACE OF CUBA IN THESE RESPECTS, BUT HE HAS DONE SO WITHIN A 
FRAMEWORK OF AUTHORITATIVE CONTROL WITH ALMOST TOTAL 
RESTRICTIONS 

ON FREEDOM AS WE UNDERSTAND IT IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

5. TO ACHIEVE WHAT HAS BEEN 
ACHIEVED, THE CUBAN PRIME 

MINISTER HAD TO BE PERFECTLY SURE THAT THERE WAS NO GROWTH 
IN INSTITUTIONS WHICH COULD HAVE BEEN CRITICAL OF THE CASTRO MODEL, 
SUCH AS TRADE UNIONS AND OPPOSITION ORGANIZATIONS. THERE ARE WORK 
ASSEMBLY GROUPS WHICH REGULARLY MEET AND DISCUSS PROBLEMS; BUT 
THERE IS NO OPPOSITION TO GOVERNMENT AS SUCH. 

6. THIS IS NOT THE KIND OF SOCIETY IN WHICH WE IN THE CARIBBEAN 
WERE REARED AND IT IS UNFAIR TO MAKE IMPLICIT COMPARISONS 
BETWEEN CUBA AND OUR SOCIETIES HERE, WHICH ARE CONDUCTED WITHIN 
THE FRAMEWORK OF FREEDOM. 

7. INTRINIDADAND TOBAGO, TRADE UNIONS ARE ALLOWED TO FUNCTION 
AND WORKERS CAN FIGHT FOR THEIR RIGHTS; AND ANY INDIVIDUAL OR 
GROUP CAN CRITICISE OR QUESTION GOVERNMENT'S ACTIONS IN ANY 
SPHERE OF ACTIVITY. 

8. THIS IS ONE OF THE KEY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN CUBA AND THE 
CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY COUNTRIES. 

9. OUR GOVERNMENTS CAN CERTAINLY LEARN FROM THE SOCIAL 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF CASTRO'S CUBA, BUT WE WOULD NOT LIKE TO SEE 
AUTOCRATIC FREEDOM IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD AT THE PRICE CUBANS 
ARE PAYING NOR 

X. 

10. MR. MANLEY WAS OBVIOUSLY VERY IMPRESSED BY WHAT HE SAW 
DURING HIS VISIT "A UNITY OF SPIRIT UNEQUALLED ANYWHERE AMONG 
THE CUBAN PEOPLE BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE IN WHAT 

THEY ARE DOING." 

1 1 . WE IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO PREFER TO LIVE UNDER A SYSTEM OF 
GOVERNMENT WHICH ENSURES MUCH GREATER FREEDOMS THAN EXIST 
IN CUBA TODAY. 
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12. MR. MANLEY IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID ON HIS RETURN THAT ANYBODY 
IN JAMAICA WHO DID NOT LIKE THE FACT THAT JAMAICA WOULD NOW TAKE 
A SOCIALIST PATH "CAN CATCH ONE OF THE TWO DAILY FLIGHTS TO MIAMI." 
THIS HARDLY BEFITS 

MR. MANLEY'S IMAGE OF TOLERANCE. IT RATHER REMINDS 
US OF OUR PRIME MINISTER WHO SAID 10 YEARS AGO THAT "WHO 
DON'T LIKE IT, CAN GET TO HELL OUT OF HERE." 
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